
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 

 
Members of the BCGSD, 2010 is proving to be a great year for our 

club, we have several activities planned and have already held a 

wonderfully successful Specialty Show in March.  I would like to thank each 

of the volunteers who worked so diligently  to make this event a success!   

 

As spring is on us and with summer looming right around the corner, many 

of our Bullies are having the annual allergy issues, skin flair-ups, and colds.  

Remember to keep your preventative supplies on hand. As well, donôt forget 

ice and cool blankets just in case your bully gets overheated. 

 

The BCGSD is working closely with Division III of our parent club the 

Bulldog Club of America to reorganize and restructure some of the 

programs and procedures that have been lost over the years.  All eight of 

the member clubs in our division are working together with the Member 

Club Advisory Committee to establish and refine a standardized set of 

Standard Operating Procedures that will help to better support all member 

clubs and better facilitate show events, rescue support, breed education, 

breed legislative actions, and breed rescueé 

 

I welcome anyone of our general membership who feels like they would be 

interested in becoming involved or learning more in any of these areas to 

contact me.  I have formed an SOPôs Committee within our local board to 

establish and develop a formal SOP guideline for the BCGSD, which will be 

the guide for all member clubs.  This is very similar to our already in place 

Standing Rules.  This will be a supplemental but will be a specific ñhow toò 

guide for all necessary tasks and events.  Our goal is to have a manual that 

will explain and allow all members to become involved in club planning and 

administrative activities without having to be a tenured expert. 

 

I would encourage all of our members to join the BCA.  One of the benefits 

is that you will receive ñThe Bulldoggerò publication, four times a year, and 

it is filled with wonderful and useful educational articles, as well as being 

able to see who is winning in the show ring. 

 

Best wishes to everyone and all of our furry kids too.  

 

Jamie Kimball 

Bulldog Club of Greater 

San Diego 
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Ask Fang 
A column to address common training problems for pet owners. 

 

I have been hearing about something called Rally and that it is fun for dogs.  Can Bulldogs do 

it?  How do I learn about it? 

Intrigued 

 

Dear Intrigued, 

 

I, of course, havenôt done Rally because it was after my time but several of my relatives are 

doing it and having a lot of fun.  Mom really enjoys it.  She says it is beginning level exercises of 

both obedience and agility.  You can find classes from All Breed Obedience Club, Obedience 

Club of San Diego County and Hidden Valley Obedience Club.  You can look for them on the 

internet or in the phone book.  If you want to see rally it will be at the Bahia Sur Kennel Club 

show in Chula Vista on Fatherôs Day weekend.  Go to www.jbradshaw.com to find a premium 

list and judging schedule.  The premium list is not out yet but will be soon.  That will tell you the 

location.  The judging schedule is published about 2 weeks before the show and will tell you the 

ring number and the time of judging. 

 

Your Bulldog will know how to sit, down, stand on command and how to walk on a loose leash.  

Novice is all on lead.  Advanced and Excellent are off leash.  You will have to learn the signs 

and how to do each exercise.  You can find rally rules at www.akc.org.  Click on the events tab 

then look on the left side for rules and regulations.  Then click on AKC rally regulations.  When 

you open the .pdf file it will say Obedience Regulations because obedience and rally rules are in 

the same book.  Go to the table of contents and you can click on the rally pages. 

 

The Bulldog Club of Northern California, where my Mom lives now, is having rally at their 

Sept. specialty shows.  Division III, Bulldog Club of America is having a trial on July 8 at the 

specialty in Ventura. Itôs not too hot there and the trial is small and very nice.  In 2012 the 

National will be in L.A. with a big obedience and rally trial. 

 

Classes are really fun and we Bulldogs really like it because you can praise and talk to us. 

 

Fang 
 
 
BettyFisher has owned and trained Bulldogs to more than twenty obedience, carting and agility titles.  She is the 
author of ñSo Your Dogôs Not Lassieò an award winning book on training independent dogs and ñCaninesteinò, both 
recommended by the Bulldog Club of America.  Betty writes a regular performance column for the Bulldogger, 
magazine of the Bulldog Club of America. She teaches classes for all breeds of dogs in the San Diego area. 

 

 

 

Do you have questions on training your bulldog?  Email the editor at  

bcgsdvicepresident@gmail.com and watch for the answers in the next 

edition of our newsletter. 
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Warm Weather Warnings 

Summer is approaching and with it our sunny California weather.   Bulldogs and other flat 

faced breeds need special care during high temperatures.   Dogs do not sweat and cool 

themselves through their skin; their only method of reducing body temperature is through 

increased panting.  In the case of our bullies, the panting can cause their tracheas to swell, 

further limiting their ability to breath.   

Never leave your bulldog in a car, or outside without a way to cool themselves.  Contrary to 

common beliefs, most bulldogs love the water and will play happily in a shallow childrenôs 

plastic pool.  Be sure it only contains a few inches of water, and your bulldog will use it to 

lay in and to cool themselves.   

Take walks early in the morning or late in the day when temperatures are cooler.  Always 

carry water with you even on short car trips.  Should your bulldog become overheated, soak 

a towel in cool water and cover them to help bring down body temperature, and seek 

medical advice.   

Many bulldogs tolerate warmer temperatures, but pay special attention if your dog is a noisy 

breather, as his trachea may be narrow.  Dogs love ice chips and you can even fill a toy 

designed to dispense dog treats with ice for a cool treat.  You can also freeze diluted beef or 

chicken broth as a cooling diversion for your dog.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Janice Hochstetlerôs Bryn and her ñgranddaughterò Izzy owned by the Owens 

Family 
 

 

Trainerôs Corner 
In this section we will learn about training your dog to pass the Canine Good 

Citizen Test (CGC).  The CGC is the first level of obedience training and every pet 

dog should master the skills that it requires in order to be safe and well behaved in 

public.  Any dog can test for the CGC, and tests are given at minimal cost by local 

obedience clubs.   

Upcoming Events 

 

Bahia Sur Kennel Club Show ï Chula Vista June 19th &  20th 
 

Bulldog Club Summer Picnic.  Details will be on website ï 

sdbulldogs.org ï under events. Bring your family, kids, dogs and join 

us for a fun relaxed event 



 

 

 

 

What does it take to earn the CGC title?   

 

The Canine Good Citizen test is comprised of ten skills that your dog must master. 

 

1) Walk loosely on a lead with choke or flat buckle collar only.  No gentle 

leaders, harnesses or prong collars are allowed 

2) Perform a sit and a down. 

3) Hold a sit or down while the owner walks away and returns to their side. 

4) Comes when called from a distance 

5) Allows a friendly stranger to approach and pet the dog. 

6) Allows a friendly stranger to groom coat and handle ears, feet and mouth. 

7) Is able to pass through a crowd with distraction ï a wheelchair, person on a 

walker, etc without fear or without leaving ownerôs side.  

8)  Reaction to a loud noise is made by dropping a folding chair or other object 

behind the dog.  Dog may startle but must immediately resume control 

without barking. 

9) Acceptance of another dog ï owner approaches another person with both 

dogs on a leash.  Dog must not pull to approach other dog. 

10) Supervised separation.  Dog is left on leash with a friendly stranger and 

owner must wait out of site for 3 minutes.  Dog must not show signs of 

excessive anxiety. 

 

These are all behaviors that make a dog safe in public and pleasant to be 

around.    Each newsletter we will feature training tips on each part of the 

test, and we will provide training opportunities at club events.   

 

At our Spring picnic we demonstrated loose lead walking.  If your dog 

requires a harness to avoid pulling, he needs more training in walking on a 

loose lead.  Always keep your dog at your side and slightly behind you when 

walking.  If he pulls, simply reverse direction or stop.  He will soon learn 

that the only way to proceed is to walk without pulling. 

The next skills are mastering a sit and a down.  For a sit, tell your dog ñsitò 

and hold a food treat slightly above his head, and move it back towards the 

dogôs tail.  This will force him into a sitting position.  When he sits, say 

ñGood sitò and treat.  Practice every time you give the dog attention, or 

when you give him his meals ï asking for a sit before rewarding with a pat 

or food.   For the down, ask the dog to sit, then hold a treat down between 

his paws and slowly draw it away from him on the ground.  He will follow 

with a down if you are patient.  Again repeat the command often and reward 

correct behavior. 



 

 

 

To obtain a ñstayò in both positions, have the dog sit or down, then take one 

step back still facing the dog.  Hold up your hand in a ñhaltò signal.  Quickly 

step back to him before he has a chance to move and say ñgood stayò and 

treat.  Keep moving farther away, but only go back as far as the dog will 

hold the stay.  Never reward if the dog breaks the stay, but start over again. 

Look for more training tips in the next newsletter.  If you would like 

information on puppy or training classes, the following websites are helpful. 

 

All Breed Obedience Club of San Diego  www.aboci.com 

San Diego Obedience Club  www.sdobedience.org 

Hidden Valley Obedience Club  www.hvoc.org 

 

These are non-profit clubs chartered by AKC which offer low cost obedience 

training at all levels.  The CGC is only the start, and competitions are held at 

all levels of obedience from rally to agility.  This is a fun way to develop a 

strong relationship with your dog and to meet other owners. 
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