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President’s M essage

Dear Fellow Bulldoggers,

As we enter the fall quarter of the year and cooler weather, | for one, am
grateful for the incredible work that has been done by so many members of the
club. The BCGSD rescue team has been busy fostering and placing bullies with
good homes. The time, money, and talents that are put into their efforts often go
unnoticed but | want them to know that they are greatly appreciated and are do-
ing a service above and beyond the norm. Elaine Feinstein, who has been our
BCGSD rescue chairman for such a long time has stepped down as chairman
and turned over the reins to Megan Lilly. Megan would welcome any assistance
from members of the club. Presently she is looking for people to foster bullies.

The August picnic was well attended and a special thanks to Cindy Rasmus-
sen and Naomi Bell for their efforts in organizing the event. It was great to get to
know some of the newer members of the club and | very much appreciate their
willingness to get involved in other club activities. I'm sure the bullies also had a
good time. | would also like to express my appreciation to Elaine Feinstein and
Skip Van der Marliere for their help in making the rescue auction a great suc-
cess.

The cooler fall temperatures will allow us more time to spend outside with
our dogs and provide them with more exercise. This is a good time to think about
enrolling in some training classes with your bullies. Contact Betty Fisher for de-
tails and referral to various groups in the area that provide training for your spe-
cific needs. Betty is a wonderful resource for all things Bulldog.

The annual Halloween party is coming up in October and more information
will be available later in this issue of the newsletter. The Halloween party is al-
ways fun and its great to see the bullies in their costumes. This gives you all an
opportunity to display your creative decorative abilities when it comes to showing
off your dogs. In the past we have had some very creative costumes and hope
the tradition continues.

If there are any of you that are interested in serving as officers or members
of the club’s board of directors, or on various club com-
mittees, now is the time to come forth and toss your hat
into the ring and volunteer to serve. WE NEED YOU!!
Please contact me and | will make sure that your names
are on the slate for election or on a committee. Again
thank you for your support both with finances and man-
power.

Best Regards,

Derek

Nominations for 2006 officers and board memberswill be taken at the
Halloween party/meeting. Anyone interested in serving please contact Derke
Rasmussen. Y ou may nominate someone at the meeting but if they are not
present you must have their permission.

Officers
President:
Derek Rasmussen
619-258-1774
der ekrasmussen@cox.net

Vice President
Janice Hochstetler
760-751-1488
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Andre Barlow
619-749-8859
Barlowga@aol.com
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Lilliorum@msn.com
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efisher @popped.cts.com
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Upcoming Events

Oct. 1% — All Breed Obedience Club Octoberfest, Allied Gardens Park, San Diego, 9am to....
Obedience, raly, flyball, confidence course and much, much more.

Activities for Bulldogs with minimal training: confidence course, animal communicator,

CGC test, wonderful raffle, all breed conformation match and more.

Oct. —15-16 & 22-23, Obedience Club of SD, Hidden Valley Obedience Club, 2 weekends of

obedience and rally trials, great raffles.

Oct. 23-BCGSD Halloween Party, DUSTY RHODES DOG PARK, Nomination of

Officers/Board

Dec. 12 —BCGSD Holiday Party and election

May 19, 2006 — BCGSD Specialty Show, Qualcomm Stadium

May 20, 21, 2006 — Cabrillo Kennel Club Show, Qualcomm Stadium

New Members

Charles & Lisa Batsch, 619-435-5555, motleyme2000@aol.com owned by Gus

Phone or email changes

Hillary Fultz & Ethan Schene, 760-440-0115
Rhoda Silfka, rhodasli @dslextreme.com
L eslie Smith, 530-757-7842, |absmith@ucdavis.edu

PICNIC TIME HAS COME AND GONE AND IT WAS A ROUSING SUCCESS!!

The weather cooperated and we had a wonderful day at San Dieguito park. Derek and Cindy Rasmus-
sen orchestrated a beautifully organized, fun day. They got quite a few club members involved on the
committee. There was a silent auction, a regular auction and everyone that signed in received a raffle
ticket. The winners got to pick from a prize table.

Skip Van de Meer solicited dog goodies from several vendors for give aways. Janice Hochstetler gave
a very informative talk about nail clipping. One of her tips was to use treats and rewards to show your
dog that nail trimming was a fun event.

All attendees were given a bingo card to fill out. You had to find a bulldog owner that could answer yes
to one of a series of questions. When you found him you could write the name in your bingo card in a
randomly numbered square. After the cards were filled Derek called names and you could circle each
one on your card. Circling a row on your card gave you a bingo. Great ice breaker and lots of fun. |
think Naomie Bell wrote it.

Megan Lily, Birte and Tanya manned a table soliciting new foster homes.

There were probably 40-50 people and almost as many dogs. Over $800 was raised for the benefit of
our rescue dogs. BCGSD folks are really generous!
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DISASTERS

From our own experiences here in San Diego County we know disasters
do strike. Are you prepared? On www.channel10.com under Loren’s field
notes you can find a Red Cross list for emergency supplies to keep on
hand. 1t is especially important to have emergency supplies for your pets
because they are not allowed in most shelters and there are few provisions
for their care following a disaster. | would include a small cement mixing
tub (black plastic) from Home Depot because most of our disasters involve
fires when'it is usually warm and we need to be sure we can cool off our
Bullies. Even an 1” of water in the tub can be used to cool them down

BCGSD’s insurance compan%/ has notified us that they will not cover rescue ef-
e

forts. Also since we are not a federal non-profit organization and for various other
legal reasons the Bulldog Club of America strongly recommends that a club’s res-
cue operation be a separate organization with their own bank account, insurance,
etc. At the last board meeting it was voted to call the group San Diego Bulldog Res-
cue. Elaine, Megan and several other BCGSD members are Worklngson_ a plan to
create this important group. This is not a “breaking away” from BCGSD in any way
but will simply enable us to carry on this most important facet of our club in the most
efficient way.

On August 6™ an ad hoc committee of Birte, Megan, Taunya, Andre, Tony, Joel &

Elizabeth and Elaine met to develop a plan. Elaine has resigned as rescue coordi-
nator. Megan Lily has agreed to head rescue until January, followed by Birte for 6

months and then Taunya until the end of 2006.

TaunYa and Corina will review rescue income/expenses for the past two years to get
a feel for how much assistance rescue will require, how the dues will be allocated,

etc.

Dogs need to sniff the ground; its how they keep
abreast of current events. The ground is a giant dog
newspaper, containing all kinds of late-breaking
dogs news items, which, if they are especially urgent,
are often continued in the next yard.
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THE CHASTITY GARDEN

Amel Lucas

[ EMOW NOW THAT PLEASING ME
THOTMH HAVAGED ANTI IN PAIN
WAS WHY YOI STROVE 50 HARD T BE

OFL 8TOF, MY WEEFING HEART!
O, STILL. MY RAGGED BREATH
[ THOUGHT WET KEVER PART

TIL WHEN ALOMG CAME DEATH

[ HELD ¥ 1M MY ARMS

| WHISPERERD, "0 FLEASE 3TAY."
YU CUDDLED CLOSE, 50 WARM,
THEN SIGHED AND SLIPPED AWAY

ATROKG, WITH NALDGHT T GAIN

| LABCHED OER YOUR GRAVE
HENEATH THE SOBRBING MOON
THAT LIT MY TEARS, DEFHAVED
FOER YORT HAD GONE TOU 30U RY

FOREVER ANT FOREVER et THE CHASTITOOTY GARDEN

YOIUIVE LEFT ME HERE TO MOURN WHERE, ONCE MY ANGEL STROLLED
THOUGH | SWORE THAT NEVER 18 NOW HER TOME. OH PARDON
WOULD YOUR HEART FROM MINE HE TORN ME FOH GRIEVING UNCONTROLLED.

I ENEW THE THUTH, YET | DECEIVED
MYSELF, THAT WE WOULD ALWAYS BE
COH! MOW HOW [ GRIEVE, BEREAVED
TVE LOST MY LOVELY CHASTITY.

THE PERFUME OF YOLT FIES

HAUMTSE MY HOURS WITH LOMELY FEARS
TILAT MEMHYS OF SUCH BLISS

HEWARD WITH ASHES, 1T AFFEARS

Ed and Ariel’s beloved Chastity lost her battle with a non-malignant brain tumor on August 7"". We share your
terrible loss and know your hurt.

Ed has asked any club members that own Chastity’s puppies please contact him so he can discuss the possible
hereditary factors of this with you. Ed King oedipusking@cox.net or 619-663-9878

LA AL A A A A A A A A A A A AL A A AL A A AL A A AL A A L]

All of us are touched by the plight of the Gulf Coast and all of the animals in desperate need
of help. | watched a special last night on the Animal Planet (it was very late but | couldn’t turn
it off) There are literally thousands of pets lost and being taken into shelters. Pictures are be-
ing posted on petfinders.com but | fear many will never be reunited with their owners. Many
are being flown to various states. Our own Helen Woodward has brought 50 dogs and cats in
for adoption. The logistics of caring for these animals is completely overwhelming. I've had as
many as 15 dogs here and the time to care for them is huge! If you would like to contribute
there are several good places where 100% of your donation goes to the animals.

The American Kennel Club program, AKC/CAR can be reached on their web

site. www.akc.org

The Louisiana Veterinary Medical Assoc. is caring for hundreds of animals and coordinating
with various shelters etc. to care for them. www.lvma.org. Donations may be sent to LMVA,
8550 United Plaza Blvd., Suite 1001, Baton Rouge, LA 70809

There are Bulldoggers in the midst of this destruction. An email from Rhonda Cavett, BCA
membership director, reported at least three Bulldog families in dire need.

Bob Newcomb, president of BCA, is setting up a special account. You can mail donations di-
rectly to him, Katrina Bulldog Relief Fund, Rt. 4, Box 6655, Elk City, OK 73644. Bob is a Bull-
dog Judge, longtime Bulldog breeder as well as active for many years in BCA. | know him
personally and am very comfortable with sending donations to his care.

LA A A A A A A A A A A A A A AL A A AL A A AL A AL LA AL LA
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PROBLEM SOIVER

Get ready: Trick or treat, dogs under your feet!

oorsells ringing, momnsers

FD screaiming, Spooky nolses,

l usfimlliar voloes, Cosmumes

| e gilore, dog bolts ol te

door, And this b just dee beginning, as
Flalloawesn signaks anly the frse event
of & very long holiday season that
doesn't wrap up untl Jamnary 1.

All this holiday celebradon may send
your qh_'lg';. behavior inw a |:a.1.15|:|!:r|.. ]::li.].'
in and day out, our dogs come to rehy
an the schedule of mealdmes, walk
tirmies, and down dmes, But from
Halloween to Mew Year's Eve this
schedule changes dramatically, testng
the Yimies of canine self-comerol {or lack
therecf, depending on the dog).

THE EXCITEMENT OF THE
RINGING DODORBELL

Let's face e=we're all & bit frazzled
when the holidays arrive. ln muﬂj.l:ﬁl-
don of the seazonal overload, we
the candy borwls for trick-cr-treaters
while we also MEArCAiLEe s e
o make room from the ever-shifting
displays of scarecrows, Matve
American commucopias, to, later in the
season, Chrlsimas mees.

With all this fuss, it is not surprising
that the family dog fargets every mn-
nier wa'va ever mught him and
promptly procesds 1@ slabibes,
nip, and jUIp o0 EVETY Than,
woman, and gremilin whao
stands at the doar. Then he
spends the rest of the evening
relentlessly begping for hars
d'oeuvres, candy, and artenton,

Befare you go dragging the
diog off toan ermpey raom ar,
worse, calling the nearest ken-
nel and begging for & vacancy,
there's an easior way 0D ensure
thar your holidays come off
without a hitch, Fere's how,

First, about 2 week before
Halloween, incorpomte a long,
aerobic walk [for beah you and
the dog} into your daily sched-
ule, Exercise is an essential
ngradient in the recipe for
good canine behavior—anot o

12 AHC Family Dog

mention haw pood 1nwill be for you
after v it an the couch withs a bowl
af Halleaween candy an your Lap. As
mech ag pour dog requires Lhis exer
cise in i da.il':.' regil:l:lun [.1.||. YL
long), he needs it even more any dime
the acdvity level in the house is aboul
to change. Any dog hyped up on
excess enerey is bound 1o be soclally
handicapped. _

Unlike any other night of the year,
Halloweren marks the ane tiime thar
your doorbell is premy musch guaran-
reed 1o ring dozens of mes in one
-q:1.'|._'||i,||g. MIJ1-:_:I|.|E|| o ammfdne whoge
dog poes balllstic every time the front
doar comes to life this suggestion may
seem rather daunting, It may be e
best night to really work on your
dog’s meet-and-greet dkills,

[ Translasion: I your dog can handle
the endless Hallowreen mafhe,
Thanksgiving should be a breeze, )

To begin, snap on the dog's leash,
Put whatewer treat yond have chosen ta
give oul (for the children) inve a bowl
on the focr Do a shom “leave it Je-
gorl, leming the dog kmow whatever is
in the bowl is nor for im. (Remember
that sugar—and epectally chacolste—are
nat good for your dog and even a lit
tle bit iz a mo-no)

BY JODI ANDERSEN ¢

Then, take anoithes bow] and G i
with snsall plecey o bmoken up dosg
rreats. Flace batl beawls, side by side,
om A spoal o chalr near dhe doar,
When the doorbell rings, bring the
dog with you 1o the door and remind
him []::.I-::lrr VLl Epe the docry o
"leave’’ both bowls of treas alomnes,
Cipen the doon, hand out your human
mreats, then dicse the daor

bmmrsedliarely after you close the
door tell Vo d_n:lg o st ard give lakims
one of the dog rress. Once the dog
knows be's golng 1o get a mear {after
the door closes), sar asking hi 1o
“git" belore you close the door and
giva film the reat while the kids are
still there, After a few trips wo tie
dacr, your dog should get the idea
thar he too will get a reward—rhbt
crlly afier be sits, This lesson ot ondy
teaches the dog to look forward o the
ringing bell. it alss teaches him to st
and wair patently for his own reward.

Bemind your guess (o praiss or pet
vaur dog only when be is “off ™ and
in [at least) a semi-conmrolled sit After
a duy ar two the dog will have a clear
|,||1dr1'5|;.a.|1c||,|1g thiai i||:|:|:|||§ 1
frowned upon and siming is te way
ter the arendon he's really looking for
Kl."_l:']'_l in mmimad- The micre dreds

rehiearsals he has, the berer
he'll be on cpening night.

Maw that you've got this
down, repeting the same
ExEreise [rom TJ:|.].l.l]i';‘.g'.'|-'IJ.|.;_,Jr
through Mew Years should be
a walk in the park.

Inwesting a2 kit af tine in
the planning of any holiday
gathering will wndoubedly
make [or 2 bewer parmy. Add
a refresher course in your
Canings manners and grest
the seazon with a well-
behaved dog. o

Jold Avicdeisens, o Nenr Fork-
Dsed professionad rafmer; & Wy
Jarmder of Pramdeg Works for
Llogs el B eradisor af The
Larchkey Dog
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RESCUE NEWS

Megan Lilly, Coordinator

760-751-0982 Lilliorum@msn.com

XX X X X 2 X
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This is my first attempt at writing the rescue news for the newsletter, and I’'m happy to say, | don’t have much to
report. | want to thank Elaine Feinstein for her untiring efforts as rescue coordinator for the past several
years. She has left big shoes to fill and | hope | am equal to the task.

Rescue has been blissfully quiet (knock on wood) the last few months and I’'m hoping it stays that way.
However, there are two “sour faces” I'd like to mention.

First, is Buzz. Tony Lobb volunteered to do the initial meeting and acquisition of
Buzz and took him to Sunset Cliffs Animal Hospital for his preliminary exam (thanks
Tony). This 18-month-old boy was in very sad shape when we first accepted him
into the program. He had mange, multiple inter-digital cysts, a cherry eye, entropies
in both eyes, subsequent scarring of his corneas, and he was very depressed and
underweight (I brought him to the summer picnic and he was in an x-pen with my
puppy Hazel, so some of you may have seen him). | fostered him at my home for
almost two weeks to try and get his system strengthened for his upcoming surger-
ies. Dr. Berg at Sunset Cliffs Animal hospital repaired his cherry eye, fixed the en-
tropies in both eyes, did a partial fold-ectomy, and neutered him. All of this was
done at a much reduced cost for rescue and we are, as always, very grateful. .

After a week of post-op recovery Buzz went to a home trial with Tom Brown, by
who had applied to adopt Buzz early on and had been following up on his progress. o
Tom has a young female bulldog named Clarice who had suffered some of the same medical issues when she
was younger, so Tom felt comfortable tackling some of Buzz’'s post-operative care.

| am pleased to report that when | went to visit with Buzz last week, he was a very different dog than the
one | first saw a month ago. He is a very happy, healthy looking boy who has put on at least a good 10 Ibs. His
eyes have cleared and he is ecstatic at his new found ability to see (at least, without pain). He still needs to
grow some fur back in areas where the mange was its worst, but the skin is healthy and pink looking and is well
on its way to recovery. His coat is shiny and soft and most importantly his depression has lifted and he bounces
with every step.

I will be finalizing Buzz’s adoption to Tom this weekend, and | believe it is a very happy ending.

Secondly, we are helping PCBC with a dog named Brandon. He is approximately 6 years old and is reportedly
very mellow and sweet. Brandon had a condition with his urethra that we tried to clear up with medication ini-
tially, but in the end it required surgery, which was done earlier this week. He was also a bit overweight and
lethargic, due to a thyroid condition which has been much improved with medication, exercise and love (PCBC
has been covering Brandon’s vet bills). Joel and Elizabeth Ludington have graciously given all of this extensive
care needed by Brandon. They have been fostering him for approximately 2-3 weeks and have offered to con-
tinue their wonderful foster care while Brandon recovers from his surgery. We owe them a BIG thanks as that is
an extensive period of time to foster a dog. PCBC has a few applicants they are interviewing for placement of
Brandon.

That's the current summary of our rescue situation. Let's keep our fingers crossed that it continues to be
“light”.

And, for those of you interested, Rescue will be holding a Bulldog Rescue Workshop on 1 October, Satur-
day, at 1:00 pm, location TBA. We will be going over such issues as general bulldog care but also giving peo-
ple more information on how they can help rescue, what it entails, how to introduce foster dogs to your current
family, etc. If you are interested, please contact me at lilliorum@msn.com and | will email you more details.
Thanks and everybody give their bullies a big kiss for me!

Sincerely,
Megan Lilly

pAg
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pAg
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A column to address common
problemsfor pet owners...

Y ou are welcome to send in your questions or problems to Betty Fisher
by phone (619-588-6491), fax (619-447-2207), email (efisher@cts.com),
or to the club P.O. Box 270176, San Diego, CA 92198

Betty Fisher

Dear Fang,

There haven't been any questions for me to answer in this issue, but | am very concerned about all of the lost
dogs and other pets in the hurricanes path.

Have you microchipped your dogs? Do you have the registry number to notify them if you move or get a new
phone number? Many people do not and found dogs are not reunited with their owners. You must also send in
the paperwork to the registry when you microchip your pet. Any kind of pet can be chipped, not just dogs.

When you travel do you have the registry phone number with you? Do you carry pictures of your pets that are
traveling with you just in case there is a loss? This could save valuable time to get posters and notices out in the
area where your pet is lost. It is helpful if your dog wears a collar with his name and a contact phone number on it.
Even if you don’t want a collar on your dog for safety reasons you should have a traveling collar for him to wear
when you are in the car.

Pictures of your pets, copies of their registrations and pictures as well as the microchip registry information should
be included in your disaster kit. My mom keeps pictures and this info in the car all the time. She also gives this
info to the kennel where she leaves some of the dogs, not me of course! | did not stay | kennels!

: Betty Fisher

Betty Fisher has owned and trained Bulldogs to more than twenty obedience, carting and agility titles. She is the
author of “So Your Dog’s Not Lassie” an award winning book on training independent dogs and “Caninestein”,
both recommended by the Bulldog Club of America. Betty writes a regular performance column for the Bulldog-
ger, magazine of the Bulldog Club of America. She teaches classes for all breeds of dogs in the San Diego area.
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¢ Cheryl McKean, at 760-721-4628 or email her at ;:é -penetorg
McKean91l@cox.net. You can now download applications from W/ Dog Wise Book Store—aweb site
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A great tool for keeping home-alone dogs occupied all day!

My bullie, Guenevere loves her Kong toys. I fill them with peanut butter and freeze them each night.
Then, when | leave for work in the morning, she gets a fun filled toy. It takes her about 20 minutes to
lick out all the peanut butter. Sometimes, she even finds an extra little treat inside. I'm sure as she
finishes with it, she thinks, “That was great! But now what?”

Well, now there’s a machine that dispenses those great Kong toys throughout the day to your
loved one. It’s called Kong Time.

Kong Time is easy to use. Just place the 4 food filled Kong toys inside the device, press the button
and go. The Kong Time emits a tone loud enough to grab your dog’s attention, even if he’s out in
the yard. Then, a Kong toy is released. It dispenses the Kongs at random intervals throughout the
next four or eight hours (you decide).

Kong Time comes complete with 4 Kong toys and batteries. The machine is sold with a one
year limited warranty and the suggested retail price of $139. But, as a special introductory of-
fer, you can receive it now at 40% off! If you place your order by October 15", you can pur-
chase your Kong Time for $85. (shipping included)

To order, contact Naomi Bell at (619) 562-1412 or naomibell@hotmail.com

a i i~ i I ._\\-..‘..F': __I'.;h"\-x !l .-" _,-\..; o = F
: g ; ! S T ~. F{ "
ST g
b Halloween is almost upon us. There will be the annual cos- -
I tume parade at the Halloween party and many of our Bullies s
P enjoy being dressed up for the occasion. S

Wy A Costumes can be found in the stores of course. Size 6 child \
Ty will fit sometimes depending on the design. Doggie costumes ¥ -
are available in many do? catalogs, Valley Vet, Pet Edge and =
oo Cares A Lot are a few. All' have web sites. e

. Elaine sent a web site with a lot of e ¥ 4
e choices. www.kooldogtees.com and click on Halloween cos- = 5 -
o B tumes. You will usually need a large size N Y

Ty “ - Ny = I." k1 pr =% '.__'.I' s
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This article about helping
your dog cope with Halloween
is from the Sept/Oct 2005 issue
of the American Kennel Club
Family Dog magazine. If you
like it why don’t you sub-
scribe? The magazineisfull of
informative, useful articlesto
help the pet owner. Call 1-800-
490-5675. One year subscrip-
tion is amere $9.95.

Wonderful new children’s Bulldoqg book.

urer) and her friend Alice Kalomas have written
the first two of a series of children’s books fea-
turing the adventures of Sir Wrinkles. Lenora has
a real Sir Wrinkles that visits schools and other
events to bring messages to children.

My c?;ood friend, Lenora Kerr (BCA Div. Il treas-

You can follow the adventures of Sir Wrinkles at
his web site, www.sirwinstonthebulldog.com

The first two books are on the market as well as
Sir Winston bookmarks and a darling 8Iush

to%/. You can order from the web site. Great
Christmas gifts for any children on your list as
well as for your own collection
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ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23*"
10:00am — 12:30pm

DUSTY RHODES DOG PARK (On & Off Leash Areas)

@ 9

i

@

Located on Sunset Cliffs Boulevard between Nimitz and West Point Loma

There will be a Hallowesn Costume Contest, an Auction fior Bulldog Rescuee and o Ouest Speaker from
Royal Canln Bulldog Food
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Trimming your Bulldog's nails by Janice Hochstetler

Does your dog run when he sees the clippers? Do you ignore your dog’s long nails because you're not
sure how to trim them? Nail care is an important part of owning a dog, and with a little preparation it can
be painless for you and for your pet.

In the wild, a dog’s nails were naturally worn down through digging and running, but few bulldogs are
that active today. Long nails change the way a dog walks and put excessive pressure on the back of the
foot. Itis important to keep your bullie’s nails trimmed for optimum health. A good way to tell if your
dog’s nails are too long is to listen as your dog walks across a hard surface. If you can hear the nails
clicking on the floor, they are in need of a trim. Most dogs need trimming at least once a month.

Dog’s nails are composed of a blood and nerve core that is covered with a hard outer shell. If the nails
are white, you can see the pink area called the quick. With black nails, look for the place where the nail
thickens. You will need to make small cuts to ensure you don’t cut into the quick. Nail timming is
painless, but we all know the pain of having a nail cut too short. If you accidentally cause bleeding, don’t
panic. Have powdered blood stop on hand, or dab cornstarch or flour on the spot.

To begin, make sure your dog is comfortable with having his feet handled. Massage or hold your dog’s
paws and give small food rewards as he allows you to do this. Begin as soon as you get a new puppy.
You can use human nail cutters on their delicate nails. Careful breeders begin trimming pups at one
week old. Beware of a puppy with unkempt nails. As your dog gets older, there are two equipment
choices we recommend. The first is the guillotine type trimmers found in pet stores. Make sure the
screw side faces the dog, and that the clippers are at a perpendicular to the floor. Blades should be re-
placed to ensure sharpness.

The second option, which some find to be easier, is to buy a Dremel tool at your hardware store. This
is not a dog item, but is a small battery powered grinder, similar to those used on acrylic nails for
women. Make sure you use the sandpaper attachment, not the one that is metal. Hold the nail/paw
firmly and grind off the nail end. Count to three, and STOP. Heat will build because of the friction so be
very careful. Move on to the next nail for a count of three. After proceeding through all twenty nails, you
can go back and trim again if you need to. The Dremel has less chance of cutting into the quick than
blade trimmers. As nails are kept short, the quick will recede. If your dog’s nails are quite long, it may
take several months to bring them back to the correct length. Don’t forget the dewclaw, which is located
on the inside of the dog’s leg and can actually grow into the skin if not trimmed.

For older or fearful dogs, it may take a month just to train you dog to become comfortable with the proc-
ess. Reward the dog for small steps, such as having the Dremel running next to the dog, but not touch-
ing him. Work slowly each day toward trimming the nails. You may only be able to work on one nail a
day, but eventually the dog will learn that there is nothing to fear. Remember this is a necessary evil -
even if your dog is not thrilled with the idea they need to learn to tolerate it. Pair nail trimming with a
special treat or a walk in the park. Your dog will soon associate it with good things.

There are many websites that offer in depth assistance for dealing with difficult or fearful dogs. They
also have pictures to help you visualize the process. Type "dog nail trimming" into a search engine like
Google for more information. If you would like live assistance, bring your clippers and ask a board mem-
ber to help you at the Halloween party. We would be happy to give you a demonstration.

Ed note: Sometime in the past | put a really good article in the newsletter about nail trimming with a very
clear graphic illustrating the anatomy of the toe nail. If anyone has a copy of that would you send it to

me? I'd like it for my files, especially that illustration. This article combined with the picture would be a
good addition to our web site
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The British Bulldog Club of NSW

YOUR DOGS FEET

A Bulldogs feet, How important they are
from the points of Healthy soundness and
general appearance, Yet how many of us
tend to forget all about our dogs feet until
he starts to limp?

According to the Standard a Bulldogs feet

should be "of medium size and moderntely
round with the toes compact and thick,
being well split up, making the knpckles
prominent and high". If a dog 15 down on
pastern he will not stand properly on his feet,
the toes will be far from compact, the
knuckles anything but high and prominent and
he tends instead to be splay footed with toes

By 4

spread and claws protruding without touching
the ground, giving the dog the appearance of
"walking on his heels". Therefore regular daily
road walking is doubly important, especially
for youngsters since, besides tightening and
hardening the feet, it strengthens the pasterns.
Another malformation is the "hare foot". This

is often seen where there is excessive tightness
of the shoulder and 1n cases where rickets has
produced a curvature of the radius bone - the

cause probably being that the dogs weight is
throvem continuously onto one side of the foot
glone. Instead of being round in shape the foot
is long and narrow - the toes being long and
thin. Mot much can be done to slter 8 Heres
foot or splay foot once ostablished and care
should therefore be taken to avieid the cause of
such deformities,

A steady mile or two a day on a good hard
road or pavement is the first essential in the
care of vour Bulldogs feet. Exercising on grass
i not enough, A dog musi get into some hard
surface for a certain period each day if his
claws are to be kept down, pads firm and toes
compact and well knuckled up. On returning
from exercise it is as well to make a quick but
thorough examination of a dogs feet for it is
gurprising what he can pick up between his
pads and in between his toes, In damp weather
the feet should always be cleaned and well
dried after exercise. A cracked or perforated
pad left unnoticed will frequently fester,
causing the dog painful discomfort and make
him limp. Washing sore feet in salt water is
good for tender pads and sore feet. Methylated
spirits rubbed into pads will help to harden up
soft pads. Boracic powder rubbed between the
toes will keep the crevices between the toes

nice and dry.

Iustrations from The Perfect Bulldog in
Word and Picture, by J Hay Hutchison
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P.O. Box 270176
San Diego, CA 92198

Club Phone: 619-685-8582
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Halloween Picnic
Sunday October 23rd
10: OOam to 12 30pm
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